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McCUTCHEN VOWS TO FIGHT
MASCOT, FIGHT SONG CHANGE

By Chad Hunter
TIMES RECORD = CHUNTER@SWTIMES.COM

To a crowd of South-
side High School support-
ers, a Fort Smith attorney
vowed Friday night to
fight the removal of the
school’s Rebel mascot and
“Dixie” fight song “to the
bitter end.”

“I don’t want our sym-
bols changed,” attorney
and 1981 Southside gradu-
ate Joey McCutchen said.
“I know it’s part of who
I am. Our students don’t
see it as a racial symbol
and never have.”

McCutchen hosted
what he called “Rally

for the Rebels” just days
before the School Board
plans to vote whether to
retire the long-standing
mascot and fight song.
On June 23, the school
district’s Committee of
the Whole, a smaller ver-
sion of the full School
Board, unanimously
agreed to push forward
the vote for official adop-
tion this coming Monday.
The committee recom-
mended banning the use
of “Dixie” as Southside’s
fight song for the up-
coming 2015-16 year, and
the Rebel mascot for the
2016-17 year.
SEE RALLY PAGE 34
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Fort Smith attorney Joey McCutchen speaks Friday evening during a
“Rally for the Rebels” at Southside High School.
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The move, according
to a statement from the
school district, came af-
ter “giving great consid-
eration to the continu-
ing impact of perceived
symbols of racism on the
community, state and na-
tion.”

Twins and 1991 South-
side graduates Keith and
Kevin Bibbs oppose the
change.

“I'm here to support my
Rebels,” Keith Bibbs said
Friday mght “You re talk-
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of heritage to be political-
ly correct. Why change it
now?”

Friday night’s rally was
first set to take place
on the Southside High
School football field but
was moved to a nearby
walkway in the shade. The
event attracted more than
100 people of all ages.

With a Confederate flag
in band, Caleb McClure
of Greenwood showed
his support for the Rebels
because, “I'm tired of all
the political bull.”

crowd that the School
Board’s decision “was
made without our con-
sent.”

“Open up this process
and let us be heard,” he
said. “Let the people vote
on it.”

On Thursday, Mec-
Cutchen filed a lawsuit
on behalf of Fort Smith
resident Curtis Sorrells
against members of the
School Board, citing vio-
lation of the open meet-
ings provision of the Ar-
kansas Freedom of Infor-

The lawsuit contends
that the publicized agen-
da for the June 23 School
Board Committee of the
Whole meeting called
only for a closed meeting
for discussion of Superin-
tendent Benny Gooden’s
yearly performance.

“The purpose of the no-
tice was to lead members
of the public and media
into believing that the
meeting was solely to dis-
cuss a personnel issue and
that the meeting would
not be open to the public.”
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